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"These unique marine ecosystems are particularly fragile, and vulnerable to
external interference — they have evolved in a highly stable, low-energy
environment which has led to the creation of exceptionally rare ecosystems.
The recently discovered Leviathan gas field, 135 km off the coast of Israel, is the
world’s biggest deepwater gas find in a decade — with an estimated volume of
16 trillion cubic feet of gas — while the West Nile Delta gas field, discovered
earlier this year, lies in Egyptian waters, 80 km northwest of Alexandria.

But on these two areas sits a unique and delicate marine ecosystem, whose
rich biological communities host rare species of deep-sea sponges, worms,
molluscs and cold water corals — some of which are thousands of years old.
WWEF is calling on the eastern Mediterranean states — particularly on Cyprus,
Egypt, Israel and Lebanon — and on the European Union, to ensure that the

2 http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/policy/wwf_europe_environment/news/?uNewsID=199287
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highest environmental standards are set regarding current and prospective
developments in deep-sea floor drilling for gas and oil in the eastern
Mediterranean, including exploratory drilling and future commercial
exploitation."
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5 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS, 1982).
15

.59

.60

61

.62

.63



(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of exploring and exploiting, conserving
and managing the natural resources, whether living or non-living, of the
waters superjacent to the seabed and of the sea bed and its subsoil, and
with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation and
exploration of the zone, such as the production of energy from the water,
currents and winds;

(b) Jurisdiction as provided for in the relevant provisions of this Convention
with regard to:

(i) the establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and structures;
(ii) marine scientific research;

(iii) the protection and preservation of the marine environment."
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